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As The Year Ends A New Beginning For the Dogs

By Jim Becklund


I recently had the great pleasure of watching a video about Alf a “pitbull” who was salvaged from the property of Michael Vick. Alf’s beginning in life was a sad mix of no human companionship and no socialization. Basically, Alf was a mess, but thanks to a TTouch trainer who helped rehabilitate him Alf is on his way to a new life as a complete dog. This is an all too familiar story with dogs in rescue. From sad to happy is the best case scenario for rescue dogs and the people who them.


The story of Alf and rescue dogs in general is much of what this season is all about. Sacrifice, giving and a new beginning are signified by the holidays we celebrate this time of year. Throughout the year animal rescuers “sacrifice” their love and time to insure that the dogs in need are able to live a normal life with their humans. The new humans in the dogs life “give” of themselves to see that the bond they have just formed with their new family member is as solid as the bond man has had with dogs for 13,000 years. Like the passing of the old year, the start of the new year heralds a new beginning and so is the new beginning for the rescue dogs.


During this busy time of year it is our hope that you spend a little time reflecting on your relationship with your own dogs and celebrate the dogs who have successfully gone through rescue. Raise your glass in a toast to all the rescuers who have made that possible.


On behalf of all our affiliated rescues we wish you a happy and safe Holiday Season.       
